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Exodus 28:15–29:18 – Turning Sinners into Priests 
 

Nice Tabernacle you got there. Too bad no one is qualified to enter it. How you gonna consecrate sinful 

people like Aaron and his sons to actually serve before a holy God without getting struck dead? 

By consecrating and anointing them. 

 

We’re pleased to provide the DEEP studies in PDF format at no charge. We hope you will find them 

helpful and encouraging as you press on in your journey toward spiritual maturity in the Lord. 

The Fellowship of Ailbe offers many opportunities for training, prayer, personal growth, and ministry. 

Please visit our website at www.ailbe.org to discover the many other resources available to serve your 

needs. This includes many email newsletters such as our worldview study ReVision, our devotional 

newsletter Crosfigell, and the DEEP. 

T. M. Moore, Principal 

tmmoore@ailbe.org  

Thank you. 
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1 Exodus 28:15-30 (NIV)  

“Fashion a breastpiece for making decisions—the work of skilled hands. Make it like the ephod: of gold, 

and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen. It is to be square—a span long and a 

span wide—and folded double. Then mount four rows of precious stones on it. The first row shall be 

carnelian, chrysolite and beryl; the second row shall be turquoise, lapis lazuli and emerald; the third row 

shall be jacinth, agate and amethyst; the fourth row shall be topaz, onyx and jasper. Mount them in gold 

filigree settings. There are to be twelve stones, one for each of the names of the sons of Israel, each 

engraved like a seal with the name of one of the twelve tribes. “For the breastpiece make braided chains 

of pure gold, like a rope. Make two gold rings for it and fasten them to two corners of the breastpiece. 

Fasten the two gold chains to the rings at the corners of the breastpiece, and the other ends of the chains 

to the two settings, attaching them to the shoulder pieces of the ephod at the front. Make two gold rings 

and attach them to the other two corners of the breastpiece on the inside edge next to the ephod. Make 

two more gold rings and attach them to the bottom of the shoulder pieces on the front of the ephod, close 

to the seam just above the waistband of the ephod. The rings of the breastpiece are to be tied to the rings 

of the ephod with blue cord, connecting it to the waistband, so that the breastpiece will not swing out from 

the ephod. Whenever Aaron enters the Holy Place, he will bear the names of the sons of Israel over his 

heart on the breastpiece of decision as a continuing memorial before the LORD. Also put the Urim and the 

Thummim in the breastpiece, so they may be over Aaron’s heart whenever he enters the presence of the 

LORD. Thus Aaron will always bear the means of making decisions for the Israelites over his heart 

before the LORD.” 

The NIV is clearer here; the more literal translations don’t mention the purpose of the breastpiece. They 

just call it the “breastpiece of judgment.” That isn’t wrong; it just doesn’t say what judgment. 

The precious stones make the breastpiece ornate. Is its purpose to get God to suspend judgment, allowing 

the priest to enter the tabernacle? Could be, especially if you call it the breastpiece of judgment. 

But that’s not it. The breastpiece is for making wise judgements. We’re not told how, but we know this 

was done. Other references describe using the Urim and the Thummim to discern the LORD’s will. 

He is to stand before Eleazar the priest, who will obtain decisions for him by inquiring of the Urim before 

the LORD. – Numbers 27:21a (NIV) 

The governor ordered them not to eat any of the most sacred food until there was a priest ministering with 

the Urim and Thummim. – Ezra 2:63 (NIV) 

 

Always pray for those tasked with making wise judgments. Our leaders were placed there by God. 

The authorities that exist have been established by God. – Romans 13:1b (NIV) 

Discipline yourself to pray sincerely for the politicians you disagree with. Ask God to give them wisdom 

– not something snarky like, “a clue.” If this is awkward, practice until it comes naturally.  
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2 Exodus 27:1-8 (ESV) 

“You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. It shall have an opening for the head in the middle of it, 

with a woven binding around the opening, like the opening in a garment, so that it may not tear. On its 

hem you shall make pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, around its hem, with bells of gold 

between them, a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, around the hem of the 

robe. And it shall be on Aaron when he ministers, and its sound shall be heard when he goes into the Holy 

Place before the LORD, and when he comes out, so that he does not die.” 

Time out. So that he does not die? Why would he die? What is it about the bells that keeps him alive? 

First, we know that it’s the sound – “and its sound shall be heard when he goes into the Holy Place before 

the LORD, and when he comes out, so that he does not die.” 

Second, we know that the sound must be heard both when he goes into the Holy Place and when he comes 

out. So, this doesn’t have anything to do with sneaking up on God (which would be impossible anyway). 

If that was the case, the sound would only be important when he goes into the Holy Place. Notice also that 

it says the Holy Place, not the Most Holy Place. So, basically the question is, “Why is it so important to 

God that golden bells tinkle when the priest enters or exits the Holy Place?” 

Well, they add a dimension of sound to the priest’s visit – though that’s never specifically called out as 

important. The only other references to bells in scripture are Exodus 39 (which just repeats this 

description) and Zechariah 14:20 (which is unrelated). So, we aren’t told why God wants these bells. It’s 

His choice. 

Still, the bells make sense in that they would make an unauthorized intruder stick out like a sore thumb. 

Everyone would be used to hearing the golden bells and someone approaching the Holy Place silently 

would be obviously out of place. That make it more difficult for someone to enter by accident or, God 

forbid, try to sneak in. 

This provides yet another a layer of security. 

 

As we’ll soon see, God can really light someone up (literally!) for disobeying His simple, easy to follow 

rules. Putting on the priestly garments isn’t half as much work as getting made up to go on television. 

None of the worship rules are challenging. 

Come to think of it, the Ten Commandments aren’t all that challenging either. Yet we can’t seem to obey 

those simple, easy to follow rules. 

That’s why we don’t need a teacher; we need a savior. Just as all these details about the Tabernacle and 

the worship practices serve to highlight the seriousness of our sin, the simplicity of the rules we can’t 

seem to follow highlights its stupidity. Our rescue from all that is a work of art. 

“Praise God for the active obedience of Christ” — J. Gresham Machen  
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3 Exodus 28:36-38 (ESV) 

“You shall make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of a signet, ‘Holy to the 

LORD.’ And you shall fasten it on the turban by a cord of blue. It shall be on the front of the turban. It 

shall be on Aaron's forehead, and Aaron shall bear any guilt from the holy things that the people of Israel 

consecrate as their holy gifts. It shall regularly be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the 

LORD.” 

This plate is attached to the turban with blue cords. 

They made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote on it an inscription, like the engraving of a 

signet, “Holy to the LORD.” And they tied to it a cord of blue to fasten it on the turban above, as the 

LORD had commanded Moses. – Exodus 39:30-31 (ESV) 

This forms a diadem (the type of crown mentioned in “Crown Him with Many Crowns”). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diadem 

And he set the turban on his head, and on the turban, in front, he set the golden plate, the holy crown, as 

the LORD commanded Moses. – Leviticus 8:9 (ESV) 

The crown symbolizes power and authority. It declares that it’s all the LORD’s. It also keeps anyone from 

thinking that Moses is supposed to be the king. 

But the big deal here it what this crown does. The holy things that the people of Israel consecrate as their 

holy gifts have guilt, which must be “borne” by Aaron so that they may be accepted before the LORD. 

Their gifts have guilt? That’s depressing (if you think that people are capable of offering an acceptable 

gift). The truth is that the gifts are flawed – because of their sin. Without this special presentation, the 

gifts will not even be accepted before the LORD. Ouch. 

They need a Messiah. 

 

So does everyone. Too bad they don’t know it. 

The great tragedy of Christianity – we love people we cannot save. 

We can pray; we can preach, but it’s ultimately God’s job and God’s choice and we cannot control that. 

But there’s something especially glorious about our efforts on their behalf. The pain we suffer is a holy 

pain – a sacrifice we offer up on the altar of God’s sovereignty. Never stop praying. 

And keep your eyes open for God’s response. Sometimes He might grant your request in His own time, 

but there are many ways that He may give a more complex answer. 

Be especially ready to have your prayers redirected. The Holy Spirit does that a lot.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diadem
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4 Exodus 28:39-43 

“You shall weave the coat in checker work of fine linen, and you shall make a turban of fine linen, and 

you shall make a sash embroidered with needlework. 

“For Aaron's sons you shall make coats and sashes and caps. You shall make them for glory and beauty. 

And you shall put them on Aaron your brother, and on his sons with him, and shall anoint them and 

ordain them and consecrate them, that they may serve me as priests. You shall make for them linen 

undergarments to cover their naked flesh. They shall reach from the hips to the thighs; and they shall be 

on Aaron and on his sons when they go into the tent of meeting or when they come near the altar to 

minister in the Holy Place, lest they bear guilt and die. This shall be a statute forever for him and for his 

offspring after him.” 

In addition to the ephod and breastpiece and robe and turban and crown, the priest must have regular 

clothes on, particularly pants. The New King James says “trousers” instead of “undergarments” here. 

In such a hot climate, wearing something that close to your skin can be uncomfortable. Loose clothing 

with lots of air circulation underneath is coolest. Notice that this style of dress is assumed in the earlier 

prohibition against nakedness when approaching holiness. 

And you shall not go up by steps to my altar, that your nakedness be not exposed on it. – Exodus 20:26 

(ESV) 

Obviously, “your nakedness” is not referring to bare arms here. The body part that might be exposed 

when climbing stairs is the one that’s sometimes shown covered by a fig leaf. 

Once again, God’s preference here is the sole justification for this rule. Lack of modesty is a capital 

offense when approaching the LORD. That seems harsh, but God sets the rules. 

Besides, this is about how to approach and serve Him, not about everyday living. When you’re in the 

middle of trying to please someone, their preferences are supposed to be important. 

When you buy someone a birthday present, whose desires do you consider – yours or theirs? 

 

Worship is one of the most important functions of a church. We participate on the Sabbath, but how much 

to you pray about it otherwise? 

Lift up your worship team. They make every effort to glorify God by leading worship the way He 

prescribes it. Ask the LORD to guide them and encourage them. 

Pray specifically for your pastors and their sermon prep. Do you ever chat with them about what they’re 

preparing? You should. If you know their struggles, you’ll know what to pray for specifically. 

The same holds for the music team. Find out what their challenges are and send up informed prayers.  
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5 Exodus 29:1-9 (ESV) 

“Now this is what you shall do to them to consecrate them, that they may serve me as priests. Take one 

bull of the herd and two rams without blemish, and unleavened bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, 

and unleavened wafers smeared with oil. You shall make them of fine wheat flour. You shall put them in 

one basket and bring them in the basket, and bring the bull and the two rams. You shall bring Aaron and 

his sons to the entrance of the tent of meeting and wash them with water. Then you shall take the 

garments, and put on Aaron the coat and the robe of the ephod, and the ephod, and the breastpiece, and 

gird him with the skillfully woven band of the ephod. And you shall set the turban on his head and put the 

holy crown on the turban. You shall take the anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint him. Then 

you shall bring his sons and put coats on them, and you shall gird Aaron and his sons with sashes and 

bind caps on them. And the priesthood shall be theirs by a statute forever. Thus you shall ordain Aaron 

and his sons.” 

The priests are still sinful people, regardless of what they’re wearing. So, a ceremony must be performed 

to consecrate them (the New King James says to hallow them). Obviously this can’t cleanse them of all 

sin, but it can make them holy (separate) and make them ceremonially clean enough to be acceptable. 

The first thing they will do with Aaron and his sons is to wash them with water. This may seem obvious 

to modern Americans (so the clothes won’t get soiled) but bathing was rarer back then. Also, this 

particular procedure is only for the consecration ceremony, not for every time they enter the tabernacle. 

Next comes the anointing with oil. Importantly, they don’t anoint everyone with oil, only Aaron. We tend 

to think of anointing as referring to the physical act of putting on the oil. That’s not what it means. 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the 

poor; – Isaiah 61:1a (ESV) 

Aaron will be anointed as the chief priest – not “designated” as the chief priest, “anointed.” 

 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!  

It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, 

on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes! – Psalm 133:1–2 (ESV) 

We make a big deal of ordaining people to church office. The ordination ceremony may look like just so 

much pomp and circumstance, but it’s much more than that. Church officers are looked up to. They 

represent God’s holy church. If they mess up, it can do a lot of damage. 

Recent cases in the news have made this clear. Thus, we do everything in our power to preclude that. We 

train. We examine. We vote. We call. Then we ordain – with the laying on of hands, as God prescribed. 

It’s His church and we call on Him to protect it.  
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6 Exodus 29:10-18 (ESV) 

“Then you shall bring the bull before the tent of meeting. Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the 

head of the bull. Then you shall kill the bull before the LORD at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and 

shall take part of the blood of the bull and put it on the horns of the altar with your finger, and the rest of 

the blood you shall pour out at the base of the altar. And you shall take all the fat that covers the entrails, 

and the long lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them, and burn them on the altar. 

But the flesh of the bull and its skin and its dung you shall burn with fire outside the camp; it is a sin 

offering. 

“Then you shall take one of the rams, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the 

ram, and you shall kill the ram and shall take its blood and throw it against the sides of the altar. Then 

you shall cut the ram into pieces, and wash its entrails and its legs, and put them with its pieces and its 

head, and burn the whole ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the LORD. It is a pleasing aroma, a 

food offering to the LORD.” 

The bull is a sin offering. That’s why Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the bull – 

they are laying their sins upon the bull. This is also why most of the bull is to be burned all the way 

outside the camp, not just outside the courtyard. That sets an important precedent. 

For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a 

sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify 

the people through his own blood. – Hebrews 13:11-12 (ESV) 

Next, the ram is also completely burned up, though the ram is all burned on the altar. But the legs and 

entrails must be washed first. Why? 

All of the bull (except some fat and three organs) is to be burned outside the camp. But in describing this, 

the passage doesn’t say entrails; it says dung. This highlights what’s so unclean about the entrails. 

The entrails of the ram and its legs (which walk though dung) are the dirty parts. That “dirt” might not 

even burn well, nor smell good while burning. Furthermore, the “dung” in the intestines is wet and hard to 

ignite. 

So all that needs to be cleaned up. Remember, it’s supposed to be a pleasing aroma. 

 

In addition to setting the precedent about taking the sin offering outside the camp, this passage displays 

the seriousness of the whole thing in a rather alarming fashion. After the laying on of hands, the animals 

are slaughtered and their blood splattered all over the altar. 

So, even though they cleaned up anything that might make the fire stink, the place looks like a horror 

movie. Again, the analogy with Christ’s sacrifice is strong. 

We’re supposed to be repulsed by it.   
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Questions for reflection or discussion 

1. Do your pray for the people you don’t feel like praying for? 

 

 

2. Do the Ten Commandments seem easy or hard? 

 

 

3. Ever feel like you’re wasting your time praying for some folks? 

 

 

4. What are your pastor’s greatest struggles in sermon prep? 

 

 

5. Are you afraid of high office? Would ordination help? 

 

 

6. Has the thought of Christ’s crucifixion ever made you nauseous? 

 

 

 

Items for prayer: 


