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Welcome to The Mind of Christ in His World: Part 1 
 

Just at the Lord reveals Himself and His mind in His Word, so also does He in His world. In creation and 
culture, we may discern the glory of God and understand more of how His mind works, so that we may be 
renewed in our minds more and more. 
 
“Reading” the book of creation is the work of creational theology. We’ve had some experience in this series in 
Biblical and systematic theology as ways of getting at the glory and mind of God. Creational theology involves 
those disciplines that help us make sense out of how God is speaking to us through His works in creation and 
culture. And creational theology is what we will begin learning to practice in this, the first of two parts on 
reading the book of creation. 
 
The Mind of Christ in His World: Part 1 is part 6 in our series on Renewing the Mind. In this study, we are seeking 
to grow in the mind of Christ with increasing maturity and consistency. 

The studies in this series will encourage and guide you to take a more active, purposeful, and satisfying 
approach to renewing your mind in the mind of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

These studies are designed as brief introductions to the subject under consideration. We hope they will 
enlarge your worldview, help you to become more firmly rooted in Scripture, equip you to minister to others, 
and stimulate you to want to learn more about the Word of God and the Biblical worldview.  

We’re happy to provide this study at no charge. If you find these studies helpful, we hope you’ll consider 
sending a gift to The Fellowship of Ailbe, to help us in making these resources available to others.  

May the Lord bless your study of His Word.  

T. M. Moore  
Principal  
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1 Speaking Everywhere 
 
 
The heavens declare the glory of God; 
And the firmament shows His handiwork. 
Day unto day utters speech, 
And night unto night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech nor language 
Where their voice is not heard. 
Their line has gone out through all the earth, 
And their words to the end of the world. Psalm 19.1-4 
 
God revealed in creation 
The wonderful hymn “This is My Father’s World” celebrates the revelation of God that confronts us through 
the works of creation. The rocks and trees, skies and seas, birds, sun, lilies, and even the rustling grass shout 
the presence, beauty, order, and wisdom of God. Ultimately, these all point to the supreme manifestation of 
the wisdom, power, goodness, and love of God in Jesus Christ.  
 
These works of creation can speak to us of the mind of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because we believe in Him, we 
have the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2.16). We long to be renewed in His mind and to grow toward maturity in 
our thinking. While we certainly expect to learn the mind of Christ from the things He has written, we should 
also expect to learn the mind of Christ from the things He has made. We spend some time every day in the 
Word of God, yet we are continually in His world – our Father’s world – where the mind of Christ and His glory 
are being revealed on every hand. 
 
The world and everything in it declare the glory of God; our problem is, though God is speaking – uttering 
speech, as the psalmist has it (v. 2) – we don’t know how to listen. We haven’t learned the “language” of 
creation or how to exegete its revelation. Because the universe and everything in it are upheld by the Lord 
Jesus’ Word of power (Heb. 1.3), we may expect to discover something of His mind in these works, 
something that can aid us in growing to maturity and being renewed in our minds. 
 
The book of creation 
While the Scriptures are a written Book of divine revelation, the creation is a living book of revelation, in which 
there is much to learn about the Lord and His wonderful plan. Here is a rich resource of divine insight and 
wisdom which, could we but learn to read it, like we read the Scriptures, we would find our walk with the 
Lord greatly enriched, and we would understand more of the mind of Christ to aid in the renewing of our 
minds.  
 
And not only the creation in its natural setting: the culture that people make and use also shows the glory of 
God. The Scriptures teach that God is the Giver of every good and perfect gift, including gifts of culture, and 
He delights to inhabit the cultural products even of those who count themselves His enemies (Jms. 1.17; Ps. 
68.18).  
 
Thus, while we only spend a limited amount of time each day in the Word of Christ – important and valuable 
time, to be sure – we are at all times immersed in the world over which our Lord rules as King, and through 
which He makes His mind and glory known. It is the glory of God to have hidden His glory and mind in the 
things of creation; it is the glory of us His children to discover these and to grow in them (Prov. 25.2). 
 
Creational theology 
We are surrounded every day by missives of revelation from the heavenly throne, calling us to pause, reflect, 
encounter the glory of the Lord, discern the mind of the Lord, and be transformed into the image of Christ. 
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The discipline of learning to read the revelation of God in creation and culture is called creational theology. It is a 
glorious field of endeavor and should be part, at least in some measure, of every believer’s regimen of 
spiritual disciplines.  
 
Creational theology consists of six disciplines that can enable us to discern the glory and mind of Christ in 
His world. By learning to practice these disciplines, we can make creational theology part of our everyday 
walk with the Lord.  
 
And the exciting thing about creational theology is that, because the Lord speaks to us everywhere, He is 
always inviting us to draw close to Him, no matter where we are or what we’re doing. Those who practice the 
discipline of creational theology find that, not only are they more aware of the presence of the Lord 
throughout the day, but their reading of Scripture is enriched by the experiences of God’s glory gained from 
the world of creation and culture.  
 
While we seek the mind of the Lord daily in His Word, we may also seek Him and His glory in His world. 
There is no reason to deprive ourselves of the rich bounty of divine revelation that awaits us throughout the 
day. If we can learn the disciplines involved in creational theology, and make them part of our daily 
fellowship with the Lord, we’ll find that we are continually stimulated for the renewing of our minds in the 
mind of Christ.  
 
For reflection 
1.  What is the glory of God? What is it like to experience the glory of God? How does the glory of God, as 
we experience it, lead us to a deeper understanding of the mind of Christ? 
 
2.  Have you ever had the sense of encountering God’s glory in some aspect of the creation? Explain. 
 
3.  Meditate on Psalm 36.9. Can we expect to discern the mind of the Lord in His world if we are not 
consistent in seeking Him and His mind in His Word? Explain. 
 
Next steps – Preparation: Throughout this day, meditate on the idea of God’s glory – what it is, what it’s like to encounter the 
glory of God, how encountering the glory of God should affect us. Jot down any thoughts you have, or any experiences of God’s 
glory. At the end of the day, pray these back to the Lord, with thanksgiving. 
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2 Observation 
 
 
He does great things past finding out, 
Yes, wonders without number. 
If He goes by me, I do not see Him; 
If He moves past, I do not perceive Him… Job 9.10, 11 
 
Did you see that? 
Most of us are just like Job. We know that God is speaking to us everywhere, going on ahead of us, flashing 
forth from niches, nooks, and crannies, moving on before, beside, and behind us. We know this because we 
believe His Word, and His Word tells us that God is revealing His glory in His world.  
 
But we don’t “see Him” or “perceive” His presence – not as much as we would like, at any rate. This is in 
part because we aren’t paying attention. We aren’t looking for His glory or paying attention to the workings of 
His mind in creation. Thus we fail to note His presence or to discern the revelation that He pours out, day by 
day and night by night, to tell us of His glory and love.  
 
But it’s also because we don’t know how to read the revelation of God in the book of creation. We have to 
learn how to read the Word of God; it’s logical to expect that we should also have to learn how to read the 
revelation of God in the world of God. 
 
Begin here 
Creational theology is the discipline that can help us learn to read the book of creation and culture, and 
creational theology begins as we train our eyes to see and our ears to hear the words God is speaking to us 
everywhere.  
 
Reading God’s world – practicing creational theology – involves learning to practice six disciplines. Just as we 
must learn how to read the Word of God – read it all, read for our souls and lives, read for the culture and 
times, and so forth – so we have to learn how to read the creation. And reading creation begins with the 
discipline of observation.  
 
Just as, when we’re reading Scripture, we ask ourselves, “What’s going on here? What am I seeing?”, so it is 
with creational theology. When we understand that, as the glory of God is revealed in the face of Jesus in His 
Word, so the glory of God is revealed in His world, we will begin to look at the world with a different purpose. 
We’ll want to see God and His glory in created things, and to discover whatever we can about the mind of 
Christ. 
 
So we need to pay attention. We need to practice the discipline of observation. 
 
To observe anything closely, you have to pause, look, and get your mind in gear. To aid your observing, and if 
you want to remember what you’ve observed, so that you can think more about it later, you’ll probably write 
down your observations. So it is with the work of creational theology. In order to observe God’s glory and the 
mind of Christ in creation, we’ll need to observe the world with a different purpose and focus. 
 
Here it can be helpful to have a notebook or a few 3 x 5 cards, and to keep them always at the ready. We 
won’t always remember or have the time to reflect deeply on what we observe, but if we jot down even the 
slightest impressions, these can lead to fruitful seasons of hearing the voice of God in the things He has 
made. Or, if you have a cell phone, use the camera to capture some image you’ll want to think about later in 
the day. 
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What to observe 
But what should we observe?  
 
First, sounds: “This is my Father’s world, and to my list’ning ears, all nature sings…” The gurgle of coffee 
percolating, the ominous rumble of an approaching thunderstorm, the hum and whir of a well-tuned engine, 
the sweet whisper of a gentle breeze, the various songs of garden birds – all these and more can provoke us 
to ponder the wonder, mystery, majesty, and delight of God.  
 
Next, sights: “the morning light, the lilies white, declare their Maker’s praise…” Note the gentle, sloping lines 
of a mountain ridge, the symmetry of a beautiful tree, the destruction of a natural habitat by flood or fire – 
reminders of the consequences of the fall – even the different smiles of the people we see each day. Write 
down colors – how many different shades of yellow, orange, and red can you note in an autumn forest? Note 
the shapes and sizes of birds, flowers, and foods. Then enlist your senses of taste, touch, and smell in this 
royal quest to discover the glory God has concealed in the things He has made (Prov. 25.2).  
 
Together, our senses can become a research team for making notes, jotting down sketches, recording 
immediate impressions – all of which can become fodder for deeper meditation throughout the day or at 
more convenient times. Don’t worry about trying to discover something “theological” in your observations; 
simply get them down on paper or in a quick snapshot. There will be time later to layer on insights from 
Scripture and the thoughts of others.  
 
Remember that, in a good painting, a well-crafted poem, or a powerful musical composition, nothing is 
included by chance. Every line, phrase, stroke, note, color, meter, and rest contributes to the glory of the 
whole.  
 
So it is with the places God is everywhere speaking to us, every day of our lives. Begin observing God in His 
world, and let these times of observation contribute to the renewing of your mind each day. 
 
For reflection 
1.  Look around you until you find one thing you might like to observe. Write it down. Now ask, “What was 
it about this item that arrested my attention?” Jot down whatever comes to mind. Then carry this with you 
for the day. 
 
2.  Why do you think believers, like Job, aren’t more observant of the presence of the Lord throughout the 
day? 
 
3.  How can believers help one another to practice this discipline of observing the creation to discover the glory 
and mind of Christ? 
 
Next steps – Conversation: Share with a Christian friend the item you wrote down, and that you will be meditating on this 
throughout the day to discern the glory of God in it. Ask your friend for any thoughts or suggestions. 
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3 Association 
 
 
His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, as if 
refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters… Revelation 1.14, 15 
 
Glory in images 
Throughout the Scriptures, God uses images from the created world, including culture, to refer to Himself, 
His attributes, or His plan. These are so many and so familiar that we can easily overlook the meaning they 
convey, or fail to think with the mind of Christ about why these images are so apt. We can fail to see what 
those images suggest about the glory of God and the mind of Christ – whether we encounter them in His 
Word or in His world. 
 
Consider just a few of these: God’s people are like arrows, which God uses to subdue His enemies (Zech. 
9.12). His voice is like the thunder and roar of mighty oceans (Ps. 29.3, 4). He is wise like the ant and everywhere 
present like the lizard (Prov. 24-28). He is the clothes-maker for lilies (Matt. 6.30) and the caterer of birds 
(Matt. 6.26). A single blade of grass contains mysteries relating to His Kingdom (Mk. 4.26-28). We could 
multiply such images by the score. 
 
God wants us to know Him, and so He speaks to us in familiar terms and says, “I’m a little like that.”  
 
As we observe the creation and culture around us, we’ll be making a collection of objects and impressions 
that can lead to fruitful reflecting on the glory and mind of Christ. By learning to associate what we have 
observed with descriptions of God we read from His Word, we take up the second discipline of the glorious 
work of creational theology. 
 
Resting in thought 
“This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought of rocks and trees, of skies and seas…” From this point 
on, as you are reading your Bible, use your creational theology notebook to jot down instances in which God 
refers to Himself in everyday forms or terms. Keep a list of these going and growing. From time to time, 
reflect at length on one of these images as part of your time in God’s Word. Rest in thoughts of what God 
may be showing you of His glory or mind in the observations you make each day. What is God saying about 
Himself in this item? How does He use this situation to help us know Him?  
 
God uses familiar, everyday things and experiences to teach us something about Him and His mind. As we 
learn to reflect on the way He does this in His Word, we’ll be training our minds to do the same as we observe 
such things in His world. We will learn to associate created things with how God uses created things to reveal 
Himself in His Word. 
 
By doing this, you will train your mind to make the associations between creation and Scripture that can help to 
bring out the light of God’s glory in your daily observations. Scripture must be the touchstone and standard 
for all our work in creational theology, so the more time you invest in listing and meditating on these Biblical 
references to creation and what they say to us of God, the better equipped you’ll be to tease out the hidden 
glory of God in your daily observations.  
 
Some examples of association 
A lengthy thunderstorm has just passed through our drought-parched community. Shall we merely ascribe 
this welcome relief to the chance vicissitudes of wind and humidity? Shall we grouse and complain, as 
doubtless many will, that it’s all too little, too late?  
 
No; instead, we will acknowledge the voice of the almighty God as He thunders His steadfast love and 
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faithfulness upon a largely ungrateful people, who take for granted His common grace, even as they spurn the 
grace He offers them in Jesus Christ. But we will be reminded that His voice is like many waters – 
threatening, perhaps, but refreshing, timely, and just what we need at any moment – and we will lift our 
voices with thanksgiving and praise to the God Who speaks to us in the rain, and everywhere. 
 
Or when the gas flame leaps to life on our oven top, we’ll see the glory of God in it, watching over us with 
the eyes of Christ, providing for our enjoyment and wellbeing through the mystery and reliability of fire.  
 
We’ll allow the colors of the world to speak to us of the majesty, purity, and beauty of Christ. And as we do, 
we’ll be more aware of His presence, and more attuned to His purposes and plans. 
 
Scripture teaches us to associate things we see in creation with some aspect of God or His mind. By paying 
attention to such images and references in His Word, devoting ourselves to understanding them as deeply and 
completely as we can, we’ll be more alert to the ways things in God’s world point to Him as well.  
 
Remember, the same God is speaking to us in His Word and His world. The mind of Christ lies back of all 
God’s revelation, whatever the source. By observing the world more carefully, and understanding the uses 
God makes of creation in His Word, we’ll be able to associate our observations with the glory and mind of 
Christ which are being revealed to us in His world, and this will help us immensely in our ongoing effort to be 
renewed in the mind of the Lord. 
 
For reflection 
1.  Today, find something else to contemplate. This time, choose something which God uses in Scripture to 
reveal Himself. Meditate on God’s use of this item. What do you learn about Him? 
 
2.  Throughout the day, jot down as many observations of this item as you see – where you see it, what it 
looks like, how it’s being used. Do you discern anything more about God in these observations? 
 
3.  At the end of the day, rest in thought about these observations. What has God shown you about Himself? 
Did paying attention to this item make you more aware of the presence of God with you throughout the day? 
Do you feel your mind being shaped to think about God in new ways? Give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Next steps – Transformation: Begin giving thanks to God each time you make an observation and jot it down. You’ll see how 
practicing creational theology can be a great help in learning to pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5.17). 
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4 Integration 
 
 
And I set my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all that is done under heaven; this burdensome task God has 
given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised. Ecclesiastes 1.13 
 
This burdensome task 
Solomon was wise because he understood that everything on earth has its proper place in the divine scheme 
of things – “under the heavens” as he put it. Everything we see or hear, every experience and fact of creation, 
all of it has a place in the divine economy (Eccl. 3.1-8), and can reveal something about the glory and mind of 
God.  
 
And God has put eternity in our hearts – the ability to peer through mere temporal reality into the eternal 
counsels of God – so that we can know Him and His world, using the mind of Christ, if only imperfectly (1 
Cor. 2.16; Eccl. 3.11). If you have begun jotting down observations and associating those observations with how 
God uses such items of creation in Scripture, you’ll be doing the same kind of work Solomon did. 
 
You’ll also probably discover that such work takes time, can be a little tedious, and doesn’t always yield the 
experience of God’s mind or glory that you’d hoped. Reading creation as a book of divine revelation is hard 
work – it’s a discipline, and we struggle with disciplines, simply because they are hard work. 
 
But if we keep at it, we might learn, like Solomon, to understand the place of everything in our lives within 
the divine economy, and see our experience in the world as a means for knowing God and being renewed in 
His mind. But for this to occur, we’ll need to practice the third discipline of creational theology. 
 
Be bold, but cautious 
As we press ahead in our work of creational theology we need to integrate our observations with the Scriptural 
associations they suggest. That is, we need to reach some conclusions about what we’ve seen or learned. Here 
we will make bold to offer some concise statement concerning the glory of God which we have discerned in the 
things He has made and we have observed. 
 
The activity of integration involves summarizing what we have observed in creation and know from the 
Scriptures, in our own words, so that we make a statement concerning what God has spoken to us about the 
things we have seen.  
 
We will be bold but cautious here, bold because we’re making a statement about the glory of God or the 
mind of Christ which we have “read” in some aspect of the creation, and cautious because we understand all 
such statements are conditional only.  
 
The conclusions we reach about God’s mind and glory, as we integrate our observations and associations, are 
not to be considered normative. That is, they are not true on the same level that Scripture is true. Rather, they 
express our heightened awareness of God, enhance or clarify our understanding of Him, deepen our 
experience of Him, and reflect on His presence with us in more personal and meaningful ways. While we 
expect everyone to read the same truth of God in His Word, we do not expect everyone to read the same truth 
as we do from His world. 
 
But that does not mean that the truth we discern about God’s glory and mind in creation is not true or real. It 
is merely conditional, and not normative. 
 
The world a battleground 
Our world may, in many ways, seem out of sorts and wrong – not what God would want it to be. But we may 
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reflect from such observations that “This is my Father’s world: the battle is not done…” The creation groans 
under the burden of human sin, and that condition of groaning can make it difficult for us to discern the 
glory of God in His world. 
 
However, God is still bringing His redemptive work to bear on creation as we, His people, take up the good 
works for which He has redeemed us in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8.19-21; Eph. 2.10). By integrating your 
observations with Scriptural associations, you train yourself to respond to the “voice” of God as He speaks to 
you everywhere. That passing thunderstorm over the sun-burnt grass says, “I will never fail you nor forsake 
you; wait on Me, and do not despair.” The reliability of your office computer and the fruitful work it allows 
you to produce can speak of the steadfast love and faithfulness of God, Who never sleeps, and Who causes 
all our work to prosper in His Name.  
 
Your growing sensitivity to the presence of God’s mind and glory in His creation may even lead you to some 
more conscious and deliberate, hands-on work of creation-keeping, as in gardening, or caring for your lawn, 
or becoming part of an environmental effort. You will find it difficult to say to yourself, with increasing 
specificity, “God is speaking to me in creation,” and not expect to take creation rather more seriously. 
 
Once you have matched your observations with relevant Scripture, integrate them into a statement, prayerfully 
considered, carefully crafted, and boldly set forth, that will be for you a record of how the glory of God has 
come to your attention in your daily walk with and work for the Lord. 
 
For reflection 
1.  Why is it important to try to say something definitive about the observations we have made, and the ways 
we associate these with the revelation of God in Scripture? 
 
2.  How might such works of integrating revelation in creation with revelation in Scripture serve as 
conversation-starters with people in your Personal Mission Field? How did Jesus use them? 
 
3.  Make some statement about the observations and associations you have made thus far. What have you 
seen of God’s glory, or learned about the mind of Christ from the book of creation? 
 
Next steps – Conversation: Share with a Christian friend the work you have done to this point, including your statement of 
integration about one of your observations. How does your friend respond? 
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5 Meditation 
 
 
One thing I have desired of the LORD, 
That will I seek: 
That I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
All the days of my life, 
To behold the beauty of the LORD, 
And to inquire in His temple. Psalm 27.4 
 
Waiting on the Lord 
We expect to discover the glory of God in His world, and to be renewed in our minds by applying ourselves 
to the work of creational theology. As we observe the world and its creatures, and learn the associations God 
makes with such things in His Word, we will become eager and adept at integrating our observations into 
statements of theological and devotional truth. Solomon recorded many of these in the book of Proverbs, 
and there is no reason why we should not record our experiences of God’s mind and glory as well. Each such 
integration marks progress in our thinking, as our minds become more attune to the mind of Christ, speaking 
in His world. 
 
The next discipline in the work of creational theology helps to immerse us more fully in our experience of 
God’s glory, and to extend that experience into other areas of our lives. 
 
The word “inquire” in our text can also be translated “meditate.” Meditation is the fourth discipline of 
creational theology. In meditation, we come before the Lord in silence, turning His beauty – as He has 
revealed it in His Word and creation – over and over in our minds, waiting on His Spirit to carry us to the 
next level of relationship and encounter with God’s glory (2 Cor. 3.12-18).  
 
Building on our observations, associations, and the integrating statement we have written about God’s 
revelation to us in His world, in meditation we extend our experience into larger areas of life. Waiting on the 
Lord in prayer and silence, we apply our experience of God’s glory and mind in this or that item of creation 
to more areas of our experience in His world, so that the good we have learned about God and His mind can 
come to light through us in our Personal Mission Fields. 
 
The key to meditation 
The key to meditation is what the psalmist repeats at the end of Psalm 27 (vv. 13, 14): 
 
I would have lost heart, unless I had believed 
That I would see the goodness of the LORD 
In the land of the living. 
Wait on the LORD; 
Be of good courage, 
And He shall strengthen your heart; 
Wait, I say, on the LORD! 
 
Wait on the Lord: How does this work?  
 
In meditation we begin with our integrating statement: “In that passing storm, the Lord reminded me that He 
is ever faithful to meet our needs, and we must never despair, but always trust and give thanks.” Now we 
want to extend that confident conclusion to other areas where it may have application. So we begin thinking 
about other ways this goodness of the Lord – His faithfulness and provision – might be seen in our lives. 
 



The Mind of Christ in His World: Part 1 

14

Yes, God is faithful in watering the earth and keeping our plants and yards alive. Where else is He faithful, 
that I too often take for granted? Yes, I sometimes get discouraged when I see my plants dying, my garden 
failing, and my yard parched and dying. What other circumstances cause me to become discouraged, when, 
really, I ought to be waiting on the Lord and giving Him thanks in all things (1 Thess. 5.18)? God is faithful to 
bless us through the rains. Does He want to bless others with His faithfulness through me? And so forth. 
 
Wait for it 
I find it helpful in times of meditation to journal my thoughts back to the Lord, beginning with that 
integrating proposition or idea and extending it as far as it will go, as the Spirit of God leads me to consider 
His beauty and excellence, and my needs, failings, and calling. Journaling is an excellent way to practice 
waiting on the Lord, to see where else He may lead you in seeking His goodness. 
 
As I journal, other Scriptures will come to mind, shedding even more light on my experience and reminding 
me of other, complementary attributes of God or aspects of His will. If I wait long enough, listening carefully 
for the prompting of God’s Spirit, He may even put me in mind of specific attitudes from which I need to 
repent, or new courses of action I might take to know His steadfast love and faithfulness more consistently. 
My journal notes have provided useful reflections to return to, and even to augment, over the years, as the 
Lord continues to show me more and more of His beauty, goodness, and truth by speaking to me 
everywhere. 
 
In meditation you revisit, stretch out, and extend your encounter with God’s glory and the mind of Christ, 
allowing His Spirit to work within you so that you can be renewed in the mind of Christ, and the goodness of 
the Lord can come to light in more of your life, more of the time. 
 
For reflection 
1.  Do you practice meditation on Scripture? How do you do that? Why? What benefit do you gain for the 
renewing of your mind from meditating on the mind of Christ in His Word? 
 
2.  Does it make sense to meditate on creation? How can your practice of meditating on Scripture guide you 
in meditating on your observations, associations, and integrating statements from the revelation of God in 
His world? 
 
3.  Do you think this would be a fruitful exercise for renewing your mind in the mind of Christ? Why do you 
suppose most Christians don’t do this? 
 
Next steps – Preparation: Set aside a time for extended meditation on one of the integrating statements you have made, and the 
observation and associations that led to that. Jot down any ways that this time of meditation leads you to extend your experience 
into other areas of your life.
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6 Celebration 
 
 
The works of the LORD are great, 
Studied by all who have pleasure in them. 
His work is honorable and glorious, 
And His righteousness endures forever. 
He has made His wonderful works to be remembered; 
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion. Psalm 111.2-4 
 
Exciting work 
Practicing creational theology can be exciting. Something in the creation catches your attention. You focus on 
it, begin to take in the scope and wonder of it, recall some place where Scripture mentions this item in 
connection with God, and suddenly you become aware of His glory and His mind in the object you are 
contemplating. 
 
Further reflection on your observation and other associations in Scripture leads you to some conclusion 
about your experience, expressing what you have learned about God or seen of His glory, or how you are 
being renewed in His mind. Later, you spend more time meditating on this, and you find what God has 
revealed of Himself in creation is leading you to more applications in many areas of your life. 
 
Now you’re thinking with the mind of Christ! Now you’re experiencing that renewing of the mind that God 
calls us to pursue every day. And that can be exciting, indeed. 
 
Deeper joy and awareness 
If you’ve gotten this far in the practice of creational theology, you’ll have experienced some new and very 
exciting insights into the Lord, and seasons of communion with Him. Careful observation, prayerful association 
of Scripture with these observations, then integrating your experience into a statement of conclusion, expanded 
by meditation into other areas of your life – these activities can lead to deeper joy and greater awareness of the 
Lord.  
 
We have been called to God’s Kingdom and glory so that we may know the righteousness, peace, and joy in 
the Spirit this way of living affords (Rom. 14.17, 18). And doing the work of creational theology can lead to 
deeper joy and wider awareness of the Lord, Who is with us always. 
 
And, in my experience, whenever I get to that place in my walk with the Lord, it’s time to celebrate. Celebration 
is the next activity toward completing the circuit in the practice of creational theology. 
 
Tips for celebrating 
How do we celebrate what God is teaching us through His “two books” of revelation – creation and 
Scripture? Personally, corporately, and with some kind of memorial.  
 
What do I mean?  
 
First, personally: obviously, the place to begin in celebration is with joyous worship for what God is teaching. 
Find a hymn that expresses your experience, and sing it over and over until you know it by heart. Each time 
you sing that hymn, you’ll remember the experience of encountering God that you used that hymn to 
celebrate.  
 
Pray daily with thanksgiving and praise, celebrating God’s love for you, Who cares enough to make Himself 
known with such intimacy and power. Talk often with the Lord throughout the day, as you again encounter 
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Him in the things and places where you’ve met Him before. 
 
Then, corporately: bring your experience to church with you on the Lord’s Day, and let your encounter with 
the Lord fill your public worship. Or use it to offer testimony in your Sunday school class or Bible study 
group. Let others in on the joy and power you’ve experienced by celebrating what God has shown you “in 
the assembly of the upright and in the congregation” (Ps. 111.1).  
 
Finally, consider making a memorial of some kind to commemorate and revisit this experience – like Jacob 
setting up the altar at Bethel, to which he frequently returned. Write a song or a poem. Take a picture of what 
you observed and post it on your desk or in an album. Paint a picture, make a soap carving, write a children’s 
story, send an article to your church newsletter. Get together with some friends and share your experience, 
like the woman who celebrated finding her lost coin (Lk. 15.8-10). 
 
Do something public that has more permanence to it, and let others enter your experience, and be encouraged 
to seek the Lord more earnestly for themselves.  
 
We are made in the image of God; thus, we are made to be creators, as He is our Creator. Creational theology 
can provide plenty of inspiration and substance for celebrating the Lord, both in worship and in the creating 
of memorials of various kinds to honor Him. And celebrating the Lord in such ways aids in the renewing of 
our minds in the mind of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
For reflection 
1.  In what ways do you presently celebrate the Lord’s goodness? 
 
2.  What experiences or activities do you associate with the idea of celebrating? Why is this an appropriate word 
to use in memorializing what we’ve experienced of God’s mind or glory? 
 
3.  Celebrating can take the form of creative activity. Do any such activities appeal to you as a way of 
celebrating what you’re learning about God? Explain. 
 
Next step – Demonstration: Today, find a way to celebrate what God is teaching you about Himself from His world. Invite 
someone else to share in your celebration, and explain why you’re celebrating. 
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7 Proclamation  
 
 
Does not wisdom cry out, 
And understanding lift up her voice? 
She takes her stand on the top of the high hill, 
Beside the way, where the paths meet. 
She cries out by the gates, at the entry of the city, 
At the entrance of the doors: 
“To you, O men, I call, 
And my voice is to the sons of men.” Proverbs 8.1-4 
 
Get wisdom! 
We expect to encounter the wisdom of God as one aspect of His glory and mind. We expect to know God’s 
wisdom from the study of His Word, and we expect to know it from observing and meditating on His world. 
Indeed, wisdom is one of, if not the principle thing we should be seeking in all our study of God’s revelation. 
As Solomon explains in Proverbs 4.5-7: 
 
Get wisdom! Get understanding! 
Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth. 
Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; 
Love her, and she will keep you. 
Wisdom is the principal thing; 
Therefore get wisdom. 
 
This is especially so because, as Paul explains, Jesus Christ is the treasury of wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2.2, 
3). To get wisdom, to gain knowledge of the glory and mind of Christ, is to get Jesus Christ Himself. 
 
Wisdom cries out 
Jesus Christ is the Wisdom of God. The voice of Wisdom, crying out in Proverbs 8 – in the streets, around 
the corners, at every crossroads, in all of creation – is the voice of the Word of God, even our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (Don’t be put off by the fact that Wisdom, speaking in Proverbs 8, has a female form; all abstract 
nouns in the Hebrew language are feminine, but this has nothing to do with gender.) 
 
Jesus Christ is the Wisdom of God. He is what we expect to experience, learn, and grow in as we seek the 
mind of Christ in His Word and His world. 
 
And one thing we know about the Wisdom of God: He simply will not keep quiet! Wherever we encounter 
Wisdom, He calls out to us: “Here I am! Look at Me! Learn from Me! Be blessed in Me!” And wherever we 
find the Wisdom of God, our duty is to become His voice, crying Him and His benefits to everyone who will 
listen. 
 
Full circle 
The work of creational theology is not complete until, spurred on and enlightened by our encounter with 
God, we proclaim the glory of Christ and His saving work to the people in our Personal Mission Field. “This 
is my Father’s world: the battle is not done; Jesus who died will be satisfied…” And Jesus is satisfied when 
He and His wisdom and glory are made known to others (Hab. 2.14). 
 
The revelation of God that comes to us in the creation and culture will speak to us of the glory, goodness, 
grace, truth, and wisdom of God, as these are revealed to us above all in the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Our task of creational theology comes full circle when what God has proclaimed to us of Himself, we 
proclaim to the people to whom He sends us each day. 
 
Jonathan Edwards, the great Puritan preacher of the mid-18th century, used to go on sorties of creational 
theology. He’d get on his horse with little slips of paper in hand, as well as a pocket full of straight pins. Every 
time something in the creation spoke to him, he’d write it down on a piece of paper and pin it to his coat or 
hat. At times, he would return home from these retreats into the woods looking like he was covered with 
snow. Then he would head to his study and think through all his observations. At last one or more of his 
experiences with the revelation of God in creation would find its way into one of Edwards’ sermons, where it 
would focus the minds of hearers on the Person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
All revelation from God – whether in creation or Scripture – finds its ultimate meaning in Christ; He is the 
key to Scripture and the point toward which all creation moves. Our work of creational theology is finished 
when we have connected what God has shown us from the world around with the finished work of Christ, 
His exalted reign in glory, or His imminent return. Thus the world and everything in it, which were called into 
being by the Word of God (Jn. 1.1-3), achieves its own unique fulfillment, with the help of God’s people, to 
honor and glorify the One Who made and sustains it all day long.  
 
Christ the Wisdom of God calls to the hearts of men and women from every nook and cranny, every niche 
and corner, of the vast creation. Our task is to see for them what they will not see for themselves, then to help 
them discover the One Who cries out to them, so that they might turn to Him and live. Thus the work of 
creational theology moves from observation and association, through integration and meditation, to 
celebration and proclamation as a seamless cloth of glorious encounter with the living God, by which we are 
renewed in the mind of Christ to serve His Kingdom and glory. 
 
For reflection 
1.  What is wisdom? Why is Jesus the treasure of all wisdom and knowledge? Why should we pursue all our 
observations – whether in the Word or world of God – until they lead us to Jesus? 
 
2.  How might you go from some encounter with the wisdom of God in creation to beginning a conversation 
about Jesus? Use the observations you’ve been making in this series to try a transition or two. 
 
3.  How would you like to see yourself be more consistently used as a mouthpiece for the Wisdom of God? 
 
Next steps – Preparation: Find a prayer partner or soul friend who will agree to pray daily for you as you work at the disciplines 
of creational theology. Share your progress with your prayer partner from time to time. 
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For reflection 
1.  Why do we say that the creation is a “book” of divine revelation? Do you think most Christians regard the 
creation this way? Explain. 
 
2.  What is the purpose of creational theology? How do we practice this work? To what should creational 
theology lead us? 
 
3.  Why do you suppose most Christians don’t practice creational theology? 
 
4.  How can Christians help one another to be more consistent in practicing creational theology? 
 
5.  What’s the most important lesson you’ve learned for being renewed in the mind of Christ about the work 
of creational theology? 
 
For prayer: 
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The Fellowship of Ailbe 

 
The Fellowship of Ailbe is a spiritual fellowship in the Celtic Christian tradition. Our goal is to 
promote revival, renewal, and awakening, following the teaching of Scripture and the example and 
heritage of our forebears in the faith. 
 
The Fellowship of Ailbe offers many opportunities for training, prayer, personal growth, and 
ministry. Visit our website at www.ailbe.org to learn more. 
 
We hope you found this study helpful. If so, please consider making a gift to The Fellowship to help 
us extend our ministry and resources to others. You can contribute to our ministry by using the 
donate button at the website, or by sending your gift to The Fellowship of Ailbe, 19 Tyler Dr., Essex 
Junction, VT 05452. 
 
Thank you. 
 


