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Learning Jesus

Welcome to Learning Jesus

Every true follower of Jesus Christ is a disciple, and has embarked on a journey along an upward path that
culminates in our being /&e Jesus and with Jesus in glory forever. This is an adventure unlike anything else in
life, one so filled with mystery, wonder, joy, and transforming power that the followers of Jesus can’t help
teaching others what they’re learning about Him.

Every disciple is first of all a learner. We can’t teach others what we aren’t learning ourselves. And what we’re
trying to learn is Jesus — to grow into His mind, live from His heart, value and will what He values and wills,
do and say what He does, and what He would in every situation in our lives. We want to learn Christ so that
we can follow Him from the inside-out. That way, when we talk with others about Him, our words have the
certainty of experience and the ring of truth.

So we need to take up what Solomon referred to as the burdensome task of learning, in order to gain the
resources we need for being transformed into the very image of Jesus Christ — learning Christ. Learning
Christ is a lifelong calling, and every true follower of Jesus will relish the challenge and engage it as fully as
possible.

We are happy to provide this resource for your use at no charge. If you find these, or other resources of The
Fellowship of Ailbe, helpful in your walk with and work for the Lord, please consider sending a gift to
supportt this work and help us extend our outreach to others. You can donate at our website, www.ailbe.org,
or by sending your gift to The Fellowship of Ailbe, 19 Tyler Dr., Essex Junction, VT 05452.

May the Lord bless you as you take up this study, To Follow Jesus, that you might grow in Him and His calling
each and every day of your life.

T. M. Moore
Principal
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1 This Burdensome Task

I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I set my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all that is

done under heaven; this burdensome task God has given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised. Ecclesiastes 1.12,
13

The call to learning
Those who follow Jesus are on an upward path of becoming more like Him. They focus on Him, learn about
Him, take up His agenda as their own, and make the most of every opportunity to teach Jesus to others.

Every true follower of Jesus Christ is a disciple of Jesus. The New Testament Greek word for disciple, mathetes,
derives from the verb, manthano, which means “to learn.” The basic meaning of the word disciple is learner. A
disciple is one who learns, and for our purposes, one who learns Jesus and follows in the way of life He lived
and taught, including the duty of teaching Jesus to others (cf. Matt. 11.29; Eph. 4.17-24).

Being a disciple, one who teaches others, doesn’t just happen. Such a way of life is the fruit of learning.
Learning does not come easy to most of us. Think of all those years we spent in school, daydreaming about
when the days of books, lectures, and tests would finally be over, and we could get on with what we really
wanted to do in life.

At the same time, human beings are natural learners, but only within certain rather narrow parameters. When
it comes to learning things beyond what we naturally enjoy or need in order to get by, most of us look at
learning as a chore, a kind of necessary evil, a “burdensome task.”

That’s the way Solomon described the call to a life of learning. Actually, the Hebrew is even more severe —
“an evil matter” with which God has “afflicted” (exerczsed) the children of men. And yet it pleases God to afffict
human beings with the responsibility of larning. Doesn’t God usually bless us with good things? Why should
He afflict us with this unhappy, brain-wracking business of learning?

The way to wisdom

Because learning, the life of being a disciple, is the way to wisdom; and wisdom is the lifestyle that expresses
the pleasure and purpose of God, especially as that is revealed in the life, death, resurrection, and reign of
Jesus Christ (cf. Col. 2.3). God calls us to be wise, and wisdom comes, first, from fearing God Who calls us to
be wise (Ps. 111.10), and then from searching diligently for wisdom through the hard, burdensome work of
learning.

But why should learning be such a burdensome task? Primarily because we have to work hard at it if we’re
going to get anything out of it. In a fallen world, we no longer enjoy the ability, like Adam naming the
animals, to learn, as it were, by mere observation and intuition. We have to search and investigate, ask
questions and read, try various approaches and correct our mistakes, take good notes and change our
behavior, and a whole host of other activities.

rue learning requires, above all, a commitment of the heart, so that we desire to be wise and are eager to

True ] g req ,ab 11, tment of the heart, so that we desire to b d ger t
pursue a course of learning as much as possible, so that we can demonstrate the wisdom of God in every area
of our lives and teach it to others.

The hard work of learning

Our course of study anchored in the Word of God, the world becomes our classroom, its mysteries and
creatures are our curriculum, and our fellow learners past and present are our teachers. Learning is hard work,
but it can result in wisdom, and wisdom honors God and brings benefit to the people in our lives.
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We may not be good learners; we may not even like studying or having to learn new things. But it pleases
God to have afflicted us with this burdensome task of seeking out, searching through, investigating, and
learning as much as we can, throughout the whole course of our lives. Thus we grow in the Lord, become
wise, and are better able to teach others so that they might grow in wisdom, too.

Well, why can’t we just pray for wisdom, like Solomon did, and wait for God to bestow it, if it pleases Him to
do so (cf. 2 Chron. 1.10-12)?

Because, while Solomon prayed to God for wisdom, and God promised to grant it, Solomon still had to apply
himself difigently to acquiring it. This process of gaining the promised wisdom of God is what Solomon alluded
to in our text. He shows us that the way to wisdom follows a path of study and learning, where there are no

shortcuts.

Learning and discipleship may be a burdensome task, but it’s what God has called us to as followers of His
Son.

For reflection
1. Do you agree that many people find learning a “burdensome task”? Why is this?

2. Describe the relationship between prayer and hard work in learning to become wise.
3. What is wisdom, and how does wisdom relate to following Jesus?

Next steps - Conversation: How wonld you describe your life as a “learner of Jesus” at this time? Are you as diligent in this as
you onght to be? Can you identify any areas where you might like to improve? Talk with a fellow believer about these questions.
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2 Losing Your Way on the Path to Wisdom

I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I set my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all that is
done under heaven; this burdensome task God bas given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised. I have seen all the
works that are done under the sun; and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the wind. Ecclesiastes 1.12-14

Vanity and wind
“Well,” you say, “a lot of good all that learning seems to have done Solomon!”

It’s true that, after years of observation, study, talking with wise people, writing about his studies, making
good use of what he was learning, and much more, Solomon concluded that everything he had learned was
“vanity and grasping for the wind.” He was burned out and bummed out on learning and on life.

But Solomon’s problem had very little to do with learning per se.

As followers of Jesus Christ, Christians are called to be learners. It pleases God that we should be wise and
reflect the character and will of Jesus Christ in every area of our lives, and that we should teach Him to
others. We pray that God will make us wise, but we also need, like Solomon, to take up a course of learning,
as hard or burdensome a business as that may seem to some of us.

God will give us wisdom, and fit us to be teachers, but only as we submit to the disciplines of learning with
which He is pleased to afflict us.

But if Solomon did that, and it left him with the conclusion that everything is just vanity and wind, why
should we take up this burdensome task of searching out and studying and learning?

Solomon’s quest for wisdom was not always vanity and wind. There were many years when, as Solomon
increased in wisdom, he became a source of much blessing, both to the people of Israel and the nations all
around (cf. 1 Kgs. 10). Solomon’s problems with all his learning came as a result of failing to pursue his
course in the way God intended. As a result, Solomon /st sight of God and, frankly, he found another deity to
love and serve even more.

Wrong turns in the path
Solomon made two mistakes that every disciple of Jesus Christ needs to guard against as he pursues the
lifelong quest for wisdom.

First, he took his eyes off the Lord as the exclusive end and focus of all his life and learning. He simply lost
sight of the upward calling to seek the Lord in and through all his learning. Solomon had been charged with
seeking and searching out all things “under the heavens” — that is, understanding life according to the way
God designed and intended it to be lived. True learning occurs as we, grounded in Scripture, devote ourselves
and our learning to the Lord, that we might know Him and glorify Him in all we do.

But Solomon made room in his curriculum for false gods and fleshly diversions (1 Kgs. 11.1ff). The longer he
indulged his lusts and imbibed the false worldviews of his many wives and concubines, the more wisdom
slipped from his grasp and learning became a chore and a bore.

At the same time, Solomon neglected to give God the glory for all he had learned and been able to achieve.

“T” problems
In Ecclesiastes 2, Solomon recounts the record of his achievements — the fruit of all his learning — and they
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are impressive, to say the least. But right away we begin to sense a problem. The most recurrent word in
Solomon’s report is some variation of the first person personal pronoun: “I, me, mine.” Solomon slipped
from pleasing God by gaining wisdom to pleasing himself by gaining pleasure, wealth, and fame. His loss of

focus on God and his desire for self-aggrandizement left him with a bad taste in his mouth for learning — and
for life.

Once Solomon had lost sight of the upward calling of God, he turned inward to himself, his lusts and
pleasure, and doing only what mattered to him. But once he had taken the place of God in his life, the burden
of all his works, and all his learning, began to be too much for him. It was not satisfying, it made him
suspicious of the people around him, and he found it to be more of a burden than a delight. And when he
lost his way in his calling to follow the Lord, he dragged the entire nation of Israel down with him.

The same can happen to us, if we’re not careful, as we take up the pursuit of wisdom through learning, to &eep
our focus on following Jesus, serving others with the things we are learning.

Solomon finally came back to his senses, but it was very late in life (cf. Eccl. 12). Let’s learn from his mistakes
and not allow ourselves to be pulled from the true course of discipleship by the transitory temptations of the
times. In all our learning, let’s continue to follow Jesus, to grow in Him, put to good use that which we’re
learning, and teach others the things of the Lord, for the praise of His glory and grace.

For reflection
1. How did Solomon get off track in his calling? How can we guard ourselves against being thus diverted
from following Jesus?

2. How can believers help one another to keep their minds focused on the upward prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus?

3. What might be some cues to suggest that you are starting to stray from your course as a disciple — a Jearner
— of our Lord Jesus?

Next steps - Preparation: Do you think_you night be a better learner of Jesus if you had a “study partner” to help you along the
way? Find someone else to work through the studies in this series with you.
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3 Excellence in All Things

And in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which the king examined them, be found them ten times better than all
the magicians and astrologers who wete in all bis realm. Daniel 1.20

Learning to please the Lord
Daniel and his friends provide an excellent example of learning with a proper focus, and for the purpose of
serving God and others.

As Daniel and his friends took up the challenge of King Nebuchadnezzar to study and prepare for service in
the royal court, it’s clear they were determined not to make the mistake of Solomon.

They would enter into the king’s curriculum, but only on God’s terms, not Nebuchadnezzar’s. Daniel
persuaded the man in charge of their preparation to allow them to make certain adjustments in the
curriculum. They would not compromise their focus on the Lord by indulging in the king’s cuisine. They
knew what Ezekiel, their contemporary, had taught about the diet they were to follow while in exile (Ezek.
4.9-13), and they determined to stay on the path with the Lord, rather than stray into the swamp of self which
had mired Solomon all those years before.

Daniel and his friends were being placed into a new social and cultural arena, removed from their familiar
Hebrew surroundings and inserted into the royal court of Babylon. The change of context meant that Daniel
and his friends would have to learn some new things — language, literature, history, culture, protocols of
court, and more.

This was no weekend seminar.

But these young men sensed an opportunity to serve the Lord and, though they must have found a good bit
of their learning to be a burdensome task, they determined to keep their studies and preparation within the
framework of God’s overarching will for His people, and they did not hesitate to press ahead.

Further, they may have known of Jeremiah’s instruction to settle down, settle in, and seek the shalom of their
captors (Jer. 29.7ff). We know that Daniel possessed a scroll of the book of Jeremiah later in life (cf. Dan. 9.1,
2). Is it possible he had heard his preaching, or seen his book even at this early age? For Daniel must have
sensed in the king’s offer an opportunity not only to serve the royal court of Babylon, but to bring the shalom
of God to His enemies, with who knows what kind of consequences.

Thus anchored in the Word of God, Daniel and his friends were ready for whatever learning the Lord
required of them in order to fulfill the mission to which He was sending them. This is what all followers of
Christ are called to do.

Ten times better

Thus Daniel and his friends accepted the king’s challenge and devoted themselves to learning everything they
could about their new context and calling. At the end of the course, they proved to outshine all the other
students, and all the other graduates of the king’s program from previous classes. Daniel and his friends were
“ten times better” than everyone else in the capital, even those who had been serving the king for many years.

We know how the story of Daniel works out. He continued to be advanced because of the skill and wisdom
he demonstrated at each level of service. At the same time, Daniel did not hesitate to bear witness to his God
and to explain that the things he knew and did and taught were as a result of his devotion to the God of
heaven and earth. Daniel provides an excellent example of how we can expect devotion to learning, pursued
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unto the Lord, to cause the Kingdom of God to advance through our efforts.

Exccellence in all things

The Apostle Paul exhorted the people of Thessalonica to press on for greater excellence as disciples —
learners — of Jesus Christ. They were teaching and encouraging one another during a difficult time of trial.
They had already borne powerful witness to the Lord to their unbelieving neighbors. Their faith, learning, and
example were known and admired throughout the Christian wotld of the day (1 Thess. 1.8).

But Paul did not want them to rest on their achievements. He exhorted them to “abound more and more”
and to “increase more and more” (1 Thess. 4.1, 10) in such works of love, so that their wisdom and witness
would have even more powerful effects. They had proven to be true followers of Jesus, devoted to learning
Him and making Him known. But they needed to stay the course of such sound learning, and to increase in
good works “more and more.”

We are called to be diligent in seeking wisdom from God through a lifelong course of discipleship and
learning. To follow Jesus as disciples, we must be devoted to learning, beginning with the milk and solid food
of the Word of God, and from that platform, everything we need in order to fulfill our individual callings
from the Lord. In every subject, for every skill, we must strive for excellence, to be “ten times better” than
everyone else.

This is the standard God holds out for those He uses to advance His Kingdom.

For reflection
1. What is excellence? Why does it make sense for followers of Jesus to pursue excellence in all things?

2. What are some things you might do in order to increase and abound in excellence in your calling from the
Lord?

3. What obstacles can keep you from pursuing excellencer

Next steps — Preparation: What are some areas of your life which, if you counld improve by learning, might open doors of
opportunity to bear witness to the Lord?
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4 Mad for Learning?

Now as he thus made bis defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are beside yourselfl Much learning is driving you
mad!” Acts 26.24

The mind of Christ
The Apostle Paul declared — incredibly! — that all who believe in Jesus and are His disciples have the mind of
Christ (1 Cot. 2.16).

Now being in possession of the mind of Christ is no mean thing. Jesus, we recall, used His mind to baffle the
theologians of the day, gain insight into the thinking of every person, outwit His enemies and outthink His
detractors, teach His followers, proclaim His Kingdom, and even to turn water into wine! And we who are
learning Jesus have this same mind! Surely it would be a colossal failure of our calling as stewards of God’s
good gifts not to grow into the mind of Christ “more and more”?

Having the mind of Christ is something to grow into by stages, as we apply ourselves to learning Christ in all
the ways available to us. Paul had spent a lifetime learning Christ, but he didn’t realize the truth of what he’d
been learning until after his encounter with Jesus on the Damascus Road. Unlike many of us, I doubt that
Paul, a rising star in the Jewish ruling class of the day, ever looked back on all the things he studied during his
preparation and wondered, “What was all that about? Why all that philosophy and poetry? Why do I need all
that stuff in order to serve my Hebrew brethren?”

God knew what he was doing in making of the young Saul of Tarsus a man evidently mad for learning. In
Paul’s ministry and writings, we see the fruit of a life devoted to learning. Saul had always wanted to please
God, even when he persecuted the followers of Jesus. All his studies and preparation must have been
consciously devoted to preparing him for leadership among the Lord’s people. But only after coming to faith
in Christ would Paul realize just how valuable all those years of preparation had been.

From that moment on, Paul devoted his mind to learning Jesus, to taking every thought captive in order to
make it obey the purposes of his discipleship (Eph. 4.17-24; 2 Cor. 10.3-5). And he calls us to imitate him,
just as he imitated our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11.1).

A whole-life curriculum

As a proud son of the tribe of Benjamin, Saul of Tarsus would have had a chip on his shoulder as a young
man. Doubtless his comrades teased and taunted him for having the name of his forebear, King Saul, who
brought shame on himself and his nation. Saul of Tarsus would have been determined to vindicate his name
and his God by whatever he set out to do in life, including his studies and preparation.

He studied Greek philosophy and literature, because there he could learn the tenets of reason, logic, and
argumentation, essential to making one’s way up the leadership ladder. He would have learned culture, world
religions, and the patterns and ways of the natural world by devoting himself to the literature of the Greeks.

He also learned the laws and protocols of Roman life. As a citizen of Rome, he would have wanted to know
his rights so that he could use them to maximize his advantage whenever necessary.

He sat at the feet of one of the great Jewish teachers of his day, from whom he learned the laws and
traditions of his people far above any of his contemporaries. His knowledge of the Old Testament was
prodigious, as even a cursory reading of his epistles makes clear.

And just at the moment all that great learning seemed poised to come into service against the cause of Christ,
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the Lord Jesus intervened to put it all in proper focus and send Paul to Jews and Gentiles alike with the Good
News of the Kingdom of God. Now, renewed in Jesus, and focused on the upward calling of discipleship,
Paul put his great learning to use for the Kingdom of God, and called all who read him to do the same. Paul
continued to observe, read, study, and learn throughout the course of his life, as we see during his stay in
Athens, and when he urged Timothy to bring him the books he’d left behind in Ephesus (cf. Acts 17.16-23; 2
Tim. 4.13).

Paul was a lifelong learner. He had undergone a whole-life curriculum, and Jesus was determined to use it all
for His glory. Paul was not mad wi#h much learning, but he was mad for it, and he wrote to the churches to
take up a devotion to learning not unlike his own (Eph. 4.17-24; 1 Cor. 11.1).

When we are as mad for learning as Paul was, we will discover that the Lord can use us in ways we might
never have imagined. So let us press on to search out and seek the wisdom of God along a curriculum path as
broad as life itself, so that we will have whatever we need, at the ready, in whatever situation we find
ourselves in service to our God.

We have the mind of Christ! Let’s work hard to grow into that mind, shall we?

For reflection
1. Meditate on 1 Corinthians 2.16 and 2 Corinthians 10.3-5. What is the mind of Chrisf?

2. What does it mean for you to have the mind of Christ? How should having the mind of Christ affect your
outlook on the world?

3. Would you describe yourself as wad for learning? Why or why not?

Next steps — Demonstration: In what ways is it evident to the people who know you that you have the mind of Christ? Why not
try asking a few of them? Talk about these questions with your study partner.

12



Learning Jesus
5 To Search and to Study

Brethren, 1 do not count myself to have apprebended; but one thing 1 do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching
forward to those things which are abead, I press toward the goal for the prige of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 3.13, 14

Single-minded?

Solomon explained that God has charged us with the burdensome task of searching out, studying,
investigating, and learning everything we can so that we might be wise and glorify God in every area of our
lives. Daniel and Paul show us the great benefits and advantages of taking this aspect of our discipleship
seriously. Study and learning may be burdensome, but they can lead to wisdom, and help us to fulfill our
callings as those who ought to teach the things of Christ to others.

This project of lifelong learning must begin in our hearts, as we have seen. Eager to learn and motivated by
the fear and love of God, we must set our minds to pursue learning in order to know and serve the Lord; and
we must allow nothing to pull us off course in our pursuit of the wisdom of God which is in Jesus Christ.

That’s where Paul was. After a lifetime of being mad for learning, Paul had become, as a follower of Jesus,
even more determined to learn everything he could about the Lord, His Kingdom, the people to whom he
had been sent, and the Lord’s glorious reign on high.

“But one thing I do,” wrote Paul. What was that “one thing”? “I press toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” Focused on the goal of Jesus Christ, Paul pressed on. Do we have that
kind of single-mindedness? Can we say that we are pressing on toward knowing Christ, and becoming equipped
to serve Him with more and more excellence?

Or are our Christian lives cluttered with worldly distractions, cheap thrills, and aspiring idols that can turn our
glorious pursuit of the wisdom of Christ into vanity and grasping after the wind?

How can we develop a program of learning that will equip us — like Daniel and Paul — for whatever the Lord
wants to do with our lives?

Three guidelines
I want to suggest three general guidelines for charting a lifelong course for searching out the wisdom of God
in Jesus.

First, establish some horizons for your learning. Consider the places God has put you and the people you see each
week. Each of us travels in a variety of cultural arenas — family, neighborhood, work, church, friends, and so
forth. This is your Personal Mission Field, and there is much to learn about bringing the Kingdom of God to
bear on these social and cultural arenas. The Bible has much to say about how the wisdom of God should be
expressed here.

At the same time, we are involved with many different people each week — some of them believers, some of
them not. As followers of Christ, we ought to be teachers for such people. We’ll want to be able to talk with
them and serve them, so, in addition to learning excellence in all the c#/tural arenas of our lives, we’ll need to
learn a bit about relating to the specific pegple in our lives. Thus we may prepare ourselves for teaching them the
things of the Lord.

So already you have identified some subject matter areas for more concerted ongoing study into God’s
wisdom.
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Second, but really first, /ay Scripture in the bottom of your studies. Let the Bible be the foundation and
touchstone of all your learning. Make sure your daily reading and study shed light on the other horizons of
your life. Read, meditate, memorize, study with others — pour yourself into learning the Word of God, so that
you will have the light it can give to illuminate the rest of your path and all your learning (Pss. 36.9; 119.105).

Third, &eep your purpose in life in focus in all your studies, no matter the subject — the upward calling of God in
Christ Jesus. We are called to be disciples of Jesus Christ — to follow Him and /Zive for Him. We don’t want our
study and learning to leave us, like Solomon, looking at ourselves and admiring all we’ve managed to learn or
do. Our calling as disciples — followers of Jesus — must give shape, direction, and wisdom for all our studies,
everything we hope to learn. If we can’t fit what we’re learning into the framework of our calling as disciples,
then we need to seck help from others, or consider revising our course.

Within the parameters marked out by these three guidelines, determine to become, like Paul, mad to learn as
much as you can and, like Daniel, to excel as much as possible in whatever you learn. The burdensome task of
learning can become an exhilarating journey of discovery and ministry if we will take this “affliction” seriously
and devote ourselves to knowing and serving the Lord.

This is what it means, as Solomon wrote, to set your heart to learn as much as possible in order to live as fully
as possible for the Lord. Press on to learn Jesus and your calling to serve Him! Let this “one thing” command

your heart, and you will never regret it.

For reflection
1. How can mapping out your Personal Mission Field help to focus your learning as a follower of Jesus?

2. What does it mean to /lay Scripture in the bottom of all your learning? Does this describe you at this time?
Explain.

3. As you think about your own Personal Mission Field, what areas for more diligent study and learning
come to mind?

Next steps — Conversation: What obstacles are preventing you from being a more diligent learner and follower of Christ? How
can_you overcome these to press on in learning excellence? Talk with your study partner abont these questions.

14



Learning Jesus

6 Many Books

The words of the wise are like goads, and the words of scholars are like well-driven nails, given by one Shepherd. And further, my
son, be admonished by these. Of making many books there is no end, and much study is wearisome to the flesh. Ecclesiastes
12.11, 12

Wearisome, but necessary
Solomon knew first-hand how much study can wear you out — all that reading, pondering, sketching things
out, writing things down, looking for applications! It’s enough to exhaust even the most devoted student.

No one ever said learning — or discipleship — would be easy.

Solomon was not condemning the life of learning in these words, as some suppose. He was simply making an
observation. He has already told us that learning is an “burdensome task,” but he also insisted that God has
appointed us the duty of searching out and seeking by wisdom whatever is done under the heavens.

The Apostle Paul agreed. In order to achieve the upward prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, we
need to press on, working diligently to bring every thought captive to obey the Lord, and growing in the mind
of Christ day by day.

So while learning can be wearisome, this is no excuse for not taking up the challenge of lifelong learning. A
disciple is a Jearner, and a disciple of Jesus — every follower of Jesus Christ — will commit to the lifelong pursuit
of learning Jesus by every means.

And in that regard, we can be grateful that “of making many books there is no end,” for this means there will
always be new things to learn as we press on in our journey toward the wisdom of God in Jesus Christ.

Solomon mainly wanted to warn his son against learning anything that would lead him beyond the firmly
fixed and secure words given by the divine Shepherd. God’s Word is the standard of truth, the final bar of
appeal in all matters of learning and life, the final filter for a life of learning.

Making the time for reading
And, as part of that life, a commitment to reading.

With so many books available to us it seems a shame not to have a go at reading as many of them as we can.
For most of us this will involve two significant challenges.

First, we will need to find the time to read more. Right now our time is filled up with activities we consider to
be of the utmost importance. We will do in our lives only and exactly what we want to do, and this means that
we’re using God’s gift of time right now in what we consider to be according to our best interests, and His.

But we should examine our time to consider whether all these activities are helping or hindering our quest for
wisdom, Christlikeness, and the Kingdom of God (Eph.5.15). If we want to read more, we’ll need to make

more time available, mainly by eliminating things that take up time, but which are not productive of wisdom.

Each of us needs to maintain a continuous watch on the way we use our time. Every moment of time not
invested for Christ and His Kingdom will be lost forever.
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Reading well

Second, we’ll need to adopt a reading plan that is appropriate to onr calling. We want our reading to complement
our study of Scripture in equipping us for the good works essential to following Jesus in our Personal Mission
Field. Reading well means varied and close reading. Strive for a mix of reading on various topics that involves
books, journals, and the Internet, with your selections made according your calling from the Lord. In reading
books, choose from various genre — biography, nonfiction, poetry, history, and so forth — and different eras.

Be diligent to read cosely in all your reading. This might mean reading slowly and thinking deeply about what
you’re reading, or talking with a soul friend or study partner. You might also try reading with a pen in hand to
make notes, raise questions, and jot down any responses, and especially to reflect on the benefit of your
reading for your calling as a follower of King Jesus.

For your reading on the Internet, try to identify a handful of sites which feature writers you trust and which
can link you to other relevant articles and sites. That way you cut down on time doing web searches for
interesting or relevant articles, or in mindless surfing for nothing in particular.

Be sure to include in your reading of many books, great books from our Christian past. Writers like
Augustine, Calvin, Edwards, Lewis, and many others have recorded true and lasting insights that can help us
grow in wisdom and equip us for teaching others.

Get started on your reading plan at once. Much study can wear us out, it’s true; but God has appointed us to
it, and, after time in the Word of God, good reading is the vehicle best suited to carry you forward in your

journey to wisdom as a follower of Jesus Christ.

For reflection
1. What are some things that keep us from reading? Which of these are keeping you from reading more?

2. Think of a book that has especially helped you in your discipleship. What did you learn from this book to
encourage and guide you in following Jesus?

3. How might Christians encourage one another to read more?

Next steps — Preparation: What will you do in order to develop and begin following a plan for wider reading in different areas?
Talk with your study partner abont this question.
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7 Be Sure to Learn Christ

But you have not so learned Christ, if indeed yon have heard Him and have been tanght by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: that
you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the
spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteonsness and holiness.
Ephesians 4.20-24

Keep the goal in mind

Every follower of Jesus Christ is a disciple, and every disciple is, by definition, a learner. It is essential, in all our
learning — whether by reading and study or in classes and conversations — that we keep the goal of wisdom in
mind, of being transformed increasingly into the image of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We are growing in wisdom when we are growing in Jesus Christ — thinking with His mind (1 Cor. 2.16; 2 Cor.
10.3-5), speaking with His gracious words (Ps. 45.2; Col. 4.6), walking in His Spirit (Gal. 5.16-23), and
teaching others about Him and His Kingdom (Acts 1.1-8).

Learning is not just an intellectual activity. It is that, of course, but it is much #ore than that. For the disciple of
Jesus Christ, the goal of all learning should be to learn Christ, as Paul put it. And if we are learning Jesus
Christ, we are becoming new creatures in every aspect of our lives — mind, heart, conscience, words, and
deeds — and we are improving our ability to fulfill those discipleship roles — seeker, servant, shepherd, sower,
and steward — for which Jesus has sent us into the world.

What does this involve? That is, what should we expect, and for what should we be searching and striving as
we map our course along the way toward wisdom via a program of lifelong learning? Paul offers us some
concise guidelines and landmarks for our journey.

Leave it behind

First, we cannot become like Jesus and grow in the wisdom of God if we insist on holding on to the baggage
of folly and sin that we have carried all our lives thus far. We have to paz off our old selves, all those merely
frivolous or clearly sinful activities and practices that we loved so well before we got serious about following
Jesus.

Whatever in our lives is not preparing or enabling us to live for the glory of God needs to go. We must strip
these things off like old clothes and leave them behind, resolving never to take them up again.

This is a daily responsibility which involves us waiting on the Spirit of God to search our lives, and following
as He leads us, to repent of sin and silliness so that we can take up the journey to wisdom with greater effect
(Ps. 139.23, 24). There will be no room to grow in wisdom if we don’t repudiate the wasted thoughts,
affections, and activities of the past. This is the starting point if we want to learn Christ.

Focus on transformation
But we also need to have a clear and compelling vision of what the life of wisdom looks like. That way we’ll
be able to identify areas in our own lives where change is needed.

For this we need to consider the Lord Jesus Christ, for in Him we may discover all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge (Col. 2.1-3). This means studying and contemplating Jesus not just in the Gospels, but as He
appears everywhere in His Word. All Scripture is about Jesus (Jn. 5.39). Therefore, in all our reading of the
Word of God, we need to reflect deeply on what each passage can teach us about the Lord Jesus. That way
our picture of Him — His priorities, values, holiness, and ways — will become increasingly clear.
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Then, with that growing picture of Christ in mind, we can let the Scriptures and our other reading show us
areas where we need to change and improve, or where some action on our part may allow us to express the
reality of Christ living in us.

Considering Jesus means wnderstanding what the Scriptures teach about Him. But it also means desiring Jesus,
having Jesus and His agenda as the fixed priority of our souls, and taking the daily next steps that will see us
overcoming the old life of selfishness and sin with the new life in the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ. We will
need to step out in faith in new areas of obedience, trusting the Lord to meet us in His power and to enable
us to put off the old ways and be clothed with Jesus and His wisdom.

Obviously, all this must be bathed in prayer, constant prayer, waiting on the Lord to show us more of Jesus
and to guide us in the ways He would manifest Himself in us.

Wisdom is the goa/ of a lifetime of learning, and Jesus is the embodiment of the wisdom God intends us to
know. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we must ever strive to learn Jesus through a// our learning — as trying,
tiring, and tedious as it can sometimes be. No matter how difficult this challenge, the reward of knowing
Jesus and seeing His life increasingly manifest in us is worth the struggle of the “burdensome task” of

learning.

For reflection
1. What does it mean to /arn Jesus Christ? How can we tell when we’re learning Him?

2. What role do faith and obedience play in learning Jesus? Can you give an example from your own
experience?

3. What’s one thing you can do more consistently in order to learn Jesus and follow Him more consistently?

Next steps — Preparation: What is your plan for an improved conrse of lifelong learning of our Lord Jesus Christ?
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For reflection or discussion
1. What is wisdom? Why do we say that learning wisdom is simply learning Jesus?

2. What are some of the things that can get in the way of our taking up a lifetime of learning Jesus?

3. What would you suggest as a minimum daily requirement of reading and meditating in the
Scriptures? What can you do to improve your present practice in this area?

4. How can reading good books help us to become more like Jesus? Can you mention a book or two
that has helped you follow Jesus?

5. What’s the most important lesson you’ve learned from this study? How are you putting that lesson to

work in your walk with and work for the Lord?

For prayer:
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The Fellowship of Ailbe

The Fellowship of Ailbe is a spiritual fellowship in the Celtic Christian tradition. Our goal is to
promote revival, renewal, and awakening, following the teaching of Scripture and the example and
heritage of our forebears in the faith.

The Fellowship of Ailbe offers many opportunities for training, prayer, personal growth, and
ministry. Visit our website at www.ailbe.org to learn more.

We hope you found this study helpful. If so, please consider making a gift to The Fellowship to help
us extend our ministry and resources to others. You can contribute to our ministry by using the
donate button at the website, or by sending your gift to The Fellowship of Ailbe, 19 Tyler Dr., Essex
Junction, VT 05452.

Thank you.
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