Scriptorium
Monday, September 7, 2015
Be Subject
1 Peter 2.13, 14
13 Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, 14or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of those who do evil and for the praise of those who do good.
The Story: Government is a gift of God to bring good to people by keeping evil in check and providing for order and justice in society. Where governments function like this, Christians must be subject to them. This is not a blanket mandate, however. As even Peter knew, there are times when we simply cannot obey government, because government has left the cause of good and is seeking to perpetrate evil. Our subjection to good government is “for the Lord’s sake”, that is, to honor Him by honoring His Law. The fifth commandment provides the basis for obeying “every human institution.” When we obey the Law of God we honor God and further the cause of His “good” in society. When we resist evil we honor God by bringing evil to light and taking our stand for that which comports with His truth. Christians cannot avoid political responsibility, especially not in a democratic polity such as our own. But we must fulfill all our political obligations “for the Lord’s sake.”
The Structure: During the time of the divine economy human governments play an important role. But they will not play that role as God intends without the active participation of Christians, at every level, holding governments to their good calling and checking them when they tend toward whatever is evil. Christians must be prepared to do this even when they find themselves in an unfavorable environment, such as the believers to whom Peter wrote were experiencing. Government will not save us. But civil government is indispensable for providing a context in which the work of the Kingdom of God can go forward among men (1 Tim. 2.1-4). Whatever obligations are imposed on believers by civic polity, therefore, we must be careful to fulfill in a manner consistent with God’s Word.
How will you encourage your fellow Christians to be active and faithful in their political responsibilities at this time? 
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Scriptorium
Tuesday, September 8, 2015
The Will of God
1 Peter 2.15
15For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men… 
The Story: God is not pleased when unbelievers rail on against the faith of Christ. But Christians make a mistake when we think that our only or even our best apologetic against such people is to shout louder or argue more vehemently. The goal is to “put to silence” those who rage against the Lord and His Gospel. The way to do that is “by doing good.” The lives Christians live are the strongest testimony to the reality of the Gospel, but we make ourselves, and our Gospel, vulnerable to the brash arguments and boasts of radical unbelief when we fail to do the good works for which we have been redeemed (Eph. 2.8-10). We can’t talk the world to salvation; and, while we must talk with them in order for them to hear the Good News of the Kingdom, if all we do is talk – if we do not walk our talk as well – then we’ll never silence the loud and persuasive voices of unbelief which are a stumbling-block to many.
The Structure: The Christian witness is life and words, not simply one or the other. It is the will of God hat we work hard to show the reality of Christ’s resurrection by our unity together (Jn. 17.21) and our selfless good works (Matt. 5.13-16). At the same time, we must be able to answer every detractor and respond to every question. But the way we live the hope of the Gospel will be the most convincing aspect of our witness. Remember: Jesus commanded us to be His witnesses, not just to do witnessing (Acts 1.8).
How might you begin to show the people around you the reality of the hope you have in Jesus?
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Scriptorium
Wednesday, September 9, 2015
Free to Love
1 Peter 2.16, 17
16 …as free, yet not using your freedom as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 17Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.

The Story: The truth of Jesus Christ makes Christians free from the power of sin and the allure of the sinful spirit of the age (Jn. 8.32). We do not have to live as others do because we serve the living God, and His Word of truth lights the path we walk. We’re free from what others are slaves to, but we’re not free to do whatever we want. Rather, we must ever employ our freedom, as servants of God, to communicate His love and truth to others. How do we do that? By our words, to be sure. But also by showing proper reverence, respect, deference, honor, and love to the people around us. Think about your own experience each week: How much of honor, deference, reverence, and respect do you experience from the people around you? On the other hand, if Christians could learn to give these qualities more consistently, how might that pique the souls of our neighbors to learn more about this way of life that sets us free from the degraded mores of the day?
The Structure: These are active virtues and require that we think carefully about how to fulfill what Peter says is our freedom as servants of God. What does it mean to honor and love the people around us? Is this more than just an attitude or an outlook? Is it not also a way of speaking, being together, serving, working, and helping others? Remember: this is what God commands us to do as part of His will for us. If we fear Him – and love Him as well – we will work hard to carry out His command. And then we will make His presence known to people more emphatically and consistently every day.

Define “honor” as a verb toward other people. How does the fear of God lead you to love and honor others?
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Scriptorium
Thursday, September 10, 2015
Mindful of God
1 Peter 2.18-20
18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. 19For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 20For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God.
The Story: “Being good” in a day when most people aren’t too concerned about that can be something of a challenge. It can be hard to remember what that requires, and it can be hard showing goodness to people, especially those who are “unjust.” What’s more, doing good to others can sometimes come back on us, so that – like the Lord Jesus – we may actually suffer for the good we do. That can be sorrowful, but it is not to be avoided. How can we sustain a life of good works in an age that doesn’t necessarily encourage such a way of life and that may even punish it? We have to remain mindful of God at all times. Keep your focus on Him. See Christ in His glory, looking favorably upon your sacrifice, and draw on the power of His exaltation (2 Cor. 4.16-18). Do good cheerfully and with respect, and let the Lord take care of the consequences. Only make sure, if it becomes necessary to suffer, that you not suffer because you deserve it!

The Structure: Believers who wish to do good can expect to be received like Jesus was. He came and did good and taught truth, and the effect was that He lit up the sins of wicked men, causing them to hate Him. We can expect the same when we insist on living out the goodness of Christ in our daily relationships and responsibilities. But that’s OK, because it is the will of God, and we’re always safest and strongest when we’re doing the will of God from the heart. The only way goodness is going to gain ground in this age in flight from God is if Christians make it their mission in life.

Look at Hebrews 10.24 – suggest some ways Christians can do this for one another:
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Scriptorium
Friday, September 11, 2015
Called to Suffer?
1 Peter 2.21
21For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow in His steps…
The Story: When was the last time you heard a sermon or Gospel presentation promising that, if you will commit to follow Jesus, you will suffer for it? Jesus came and did good, and we nailed Him to the cross, because we do not like to have our sins exposed. If we do good to others, consistently, in every circumstance, even when it’s not convenient or we might feel justified doing something else, we will be a source of indictment for sinful people. We probably won’t be nailed to a cross, but expect folks to snipe at you, talk behind your back, treat you meanly, and perhaps even worse. Your good works will turn the light on their sins, and, when that happens, unless God’s grace intervenes unto repentance, you can expect consequences. Rejoice, give thanks, and glory in them, because then you will be fulfilling an important part of your calling in Christ.
The Structure: The Church in these latter days is the Body of Christ, and, like Christ Himself, we should expect to know a certain amount of suffering in this world. When we try to avoid this – by keeping a low profile, dumbing-down our preaching, or refusing to talk about the Law and sin, we’re simply denying our calling and failing in our mandate to be the Body of Christ. Jesus did not try to avoid the suffering His life of goodness and truth brought upon Him, and neither should we.

Do you every find that you’re trying to keep from upsetting another person with your faith in Christ? Why?
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Scriptorium
Saturday, September 12, 2015
Like Jesus
1 Peter 222, 23
22…“Who committed no sin, 
Nor was deceit found in His mouth”; 
23who, when he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when He suffered, did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously.
The Story: Jesus knew He had come to earth to suffer. Why complain about it? By His suffering He was fulfilling His calling from God. The Church, by suffering, fulfills her calling in this world as well. We must not rail back when railed against, or lash back with violence when others treat us violently. In the midst of our suffering we must trust ourselves to God, Who is sovereign and just, and Who does all things well. In Psalm 22, the stanzas of intense suffering are capped by a bold declaration of faith. In the midst of His suffering Jesus trusted – even thought He could have called on His Father to send legions of angels for His deliverance. In the midst of our suffering, praise and thanks, not railing and lashing out, are the proper way to respond. God knows how to care for His people who thus trust in Him.

The Structure: I hear believers whining from time to time that it’s “open season on Christians” on the part of the media and others. That’s news? We’ve been called to suffer. Why complain? We should rather revel in the fact that something about us – as long as it relates to our message or our upright morality – is rubbing the unbelieving world the wrong way. Maybe we’re getting it after all! 

Where might you expect to encounter some opposition or suffering in your own daily walk with the Lord? Are you ready for this?
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Scriptorium
Sunday, September 13, 2015
Follow the Shepherd
1 Peter 2.24, 25
24 …who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sin might live for righteousness – by whose stripes you are healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
The Story: Peter, like Paul, James, and John, reminds us that our redemption is unto righteousness (Eph. 2.10; Jms. 2; 1 Jn. 2.1-6). If we remain in sin we won’t stand out from the world and, as a result, probably won’t have to worry about suffering. But Jesus died for us so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. The Kingdom of God is righteousness, peace, and joy in the Spirit (Rom. 14.17, 18), and we are true citizens of that Kingdom when we live this way (cf. 2 Pet. 1.5-11). We have returned to the Shepherd of our souls, and He knows only one way to walk, and has only one food to give us. The true sheep of the Lord will stay close to Him as He leads them in the paths of righteousness; and if they must suffer for this, so be it. He will never fail us nor forsake us, but will ever watch over and care for our souls. No amount of physical suffering can harm the souls of those who rest in the Good Shepherd.
The Structure: Jesus shepherds His Church through the duly-appointed shepherds who lead her (1 Pet. 5.1-3). But what does it mean to “shepherd the flock” of the Lord? Is “shepherding” whatever we say it is, or is there some distinct raft of skills and protocols which true shepherds of the Lord must employ? If there are, then we ought to seek these out, because this is the way we will stay close to the Good Shepherd, as we submit to the shepherding care of those appointed by Him to this task. Absent such shepherding care, how can the Church expect to fulfill her mission and calling?
Do the shepherds of your church do the work of shepherding? What does that look like?
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